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Guatemala is in Central America. It is the center of ancient
Mayan culture. It became a Spanish colony in the mid-16th
century. It broke away from Spanish rule in 1821 but was not
completely independent until 1840. After independence, rulers
mostly focused on personal interests and implemented
dictatorship. In 1957, the guerrillas, a peasant organization that
opposed government dictatorship, began a 36-year civil war
with government forces. The civil war ended in 1996, during
which 100,000 people were killed and millions were displaced.
At the same time the Aboriginal Maya were almost wiped out.
Today, Guatemala still has serious problems of inequality. More
than half of the country's population lives below the poverty
line. Corruption, crime, violence, lack of schoolchildren’s
education, and malnutrition of children are all serious
problems.

Our local branch is in the capital city of Guatemala. Pastor
Salvador was originally an excellent pediatrician. After he
believed in the Lord in 1998, he began to serve in the church
and to study in the seminary. It took him 4 years in the
seminary to obtain a degree in theology. He was ordained in
2009 and started the current church with 3 other families in
2013. In those years, he continued to serve and work at the
hospital. In 2018 he left the hospital and concentrated on
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leading the church. At that time, he met with the ROLCC
Mission Team visiting him, and accompanied the Mission Team
to do a prayer walk around the city. In January of 2019, he
visited ROLCC, and he very much agreed with the vision and
burden of ROLCC. After praying with fellow workers, they
decided to formally join the family of ROLCC and become our
first daughter church in Central America.

During the three years of the COVID-19 epidemic, the
Guatemala branch still continued to hold physical gatherings,
and at the same time supported many families in difficulties.
River of Life Christian Church in US will also resume sending a
short-term mission team to Guatemala to support the church's
service in 2022. In addition to serving ordinary local people,
their church has also entered the famous local LA LIMONADA
community (a government-recognized Red Zone, meaning a
high-risk community), which is full of violence, gangs, drugs,
and Crime, but also poverty and needs. The Guatemala branch
started supporting the CAMINO de Salvaciéon Church located in
the LA LIMONADA community since early 2022. They partner
together to serve the residents of this community. They also
started another branch in April 2023 in another province, San
Lucas Sacatepéquez, Named “ROL God is Good" and they sent
Pastor Antonio Rivera and his wife Beatriz Bran to pastorin a
very needed area. Since 2024, three branch churches have been
established, and this year new pastoral teams have been added
to serve in each branch. Pray that God will continue to protect
the work in Guatemala, and may they become a blessing to the
region and come to large-scale Divine glory.
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Prayer Items:
1. Please pray for the new pastors of each branch, namely

Pastor Edward de Ledn, Pastor Fabian Caruhapoma and
Pastor Antonio Rivera. Thank God for choosing and calling
them. Ask God to give them wisdom and love to faithfully
fulfill their pastoral duties. responsibilities and give them
the strategies and insight to effectively teach and pastor
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the church. Please also protect their families so that they
can adapt and find peace and joy in the new environment.
. Please pray especially for the air pollution in Guatemala.
Due to the occurrence of fires, local air pollution has
affected the lives of many people. Pray for God’s mercy
and healing to alleviate the air pollution in this country so
that the people there can breathe fresh air. Air. May God’s
peace and healing come to Guatemala so that its people
can live in a clean and healthy environment.

. Please pray for the meetings in each branch in Guatemala.
Pray that brothers and sisters will have wisdom to share
their testimonies between meetings or small groups. Also,
pray that each meeting will give the pastors and
co-workers the power to come through the Holy Spirit.
Lead and serve everyone in the congregation. Let the lives
of the brothers and sisters in the Guatemala branch
become witnesses to God.
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